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| Cu\tmg Down the

closed number in the top-secre

* ernment.”
' Hoover's personal. staff of- five,
: Franklin D. Roosevelt

For all the - Republican talk

. about “fiscal . responsibility” aud

- “fimancial intégrity,” it appears

" ‘that’_even that peerless ' leailér, .

© Fresident Eisenhower, was spend-

"ing more money on White House

.operetions than any of his pre(le-
_cessors cver dreamed of,

After .looking over the situa-

- ’tion with his special counsel, Clark -
- Clifford, wko will fill an important

jok in'the coming administration,
President-eléct John F. Kennedy
has s«id he sees a way to rid the

‘executive bffices of ‘& substantial
. amount +of what he \calls'sur'plus_

persornel,

To hear. ‘he GOP tell 1t the
Democrats were the Hnly ones who
ever gpent any money on “hig gov-
But from President

increased
his “brain trust” to Jjust 14..Harry
Truman -had a personal staff of -

"nnly 15, but clerical personnel,

mostly from the Civil Service rolls,

""Increased the total to 262 as mdre

agencies were added to the Execu-

- tive Office of the President.

The staff concept of r,unping
the * executive- department came
into being. when Gen. Eisenhower

" entered the White House. Quickly

" the number of White House staff

jumped to 395, of whom 47 could

A

"+ separate force of 72 malntained
" the mansion and grounds.

be classified as personal dides.

Overﬂowing the west wing of
the White House itself, the staff
ogeupied a considerable part of the

hideous old State, War and. Navy_-

Depmtment building across the
street. As of Jan. 1, 1959, the total

- number atlached to.the Executive
Office wasg 2,574. These included

1.6R8 in the Office of Defense Mo-
bilizatinh, 423 in the ‘Bureau of
the Budget, 62 in the National Se-

curity Council, 83 in the Couneil of -
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" another substantial group without

Central Intelligence Agency.
 1he President-elect has made i
- plain he will not fill the office held
"under Efsenhower by the ill-fated
Sherman Adams.'He plans to make
tep, policy himself and not have it
' processed through,an Assntant to '
the Presxdent. '."-;,'" -

1t is said that hwenhower, be- :
fore Adams fe]I' afoul of vicura

coats and the like, wouldn't even i

“look ‘at ‘a’paper until it bore the r .| .
initlafs, “S.A.,"” and indlcatmg ‘hat i

it had, _g;o
man®: m

Kennhdy ‘wants to know what’s

“cleared with Sher :

going on ‘at every level without }'°
‘having the material reviewed in { . .|
advance throygh a long chun of ™

command. :

In the normal course of “chang- -
ing the guard,” Kennedy may find :
it difficult to turn down all the re- ¢
quests. from deserving Democrats !
he has been receiving in wholesale-
lota "since ythe early morning of 1
Nov. 9., Most members' of that |
party are steeped in .the doctrine £
of Andrew Jackson, and they’d like -
to share the spoils of victory. L

Kennedy owes his success in |
. the election to a great many peo- i
ple, but the plain fact is that the
closeness of the popular vote leaves

the opportunity to say that the re-
wards should ge ‘alone to them.
The weird manner in 'which statgs

switched from the pre-election pre- .=’
dictions elevated some to positions. "%,..
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Wwhere, their pictures replaced oth- -

ers on ‘the Kennedy pisno, as the

' saving goes. _ ",
The President-elect’s goals of i
finding & simpler and less costly !
way of running the White House -
and Executive Office of the Presi-

mosat unappeasahle patronage seck-
ers will wish him the best of tuck

t
dert are admirable, and all but the " ; ‘ -
!

all- indiestions, Jack
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